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SUBJECT: HEATH ON US-EUROPEAN RELATIONS, MIDDLE EAST AND 
EC SUMMIT 

1. BRITISH PRIME MINISTER HEATH, IN DECEMBER 3 BRUSSELS SPEECH 
AT INAUGURATION OF PAUL-HENRI SPAAK FOUNDATION, REMARKED THAT 
DIFFERING ANALYSES OF THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION HAD LED TO 
"TACTICAL MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE DIFFERENT SIDES OF THE 
ATLANTIC". NOTING THAT THE GRADUAL FORMATION OF A COMMON FOREIGN 
POLICY FOR EUROPE CREATES PROBLEMS IN US-EUROPEAN RELATIONS, 

HEATH SAID THAT "IN THE OLD DAYS THE PREDOMINANCE OF THE US OVER 
ANY SINGLE ONE OF ITS PARTNERS WAS SUCH THAT IN PRACTICE THE 
VOICE OF THE US ALMOST AUTOMATICALLY PREVAILED." HE THEN SAID 
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COGNIZED AND ACCEPTED THE FACT THAT EUROPEAN UNIFICATION WOULD 
LEAD TO AN ASSERTION OF EUROPEAN VIEWS ON WORLD AFFAIRS NOT 
ALWAYS IDENTICAL TO THE US VIEW. IN RETURN, HEATH ADDED, THE US 
MADE THE REASONABLE REQUEST THAT EUROPE ASSUME A GREATER SHARE OF 
RESPONSIBILITY IN THE FIELDS OF TRADE, AID TO THE THIRD WORLD, 

AND DEFENSE. THE LESSON DRAWN BY HEATH FROM THE DIFFERENCES 
THAT HAD ARISEN OVER THE MIDDLE EAST WAS THAT SUCH MATTERS MUST 
BE DISCUSSED AT AN EARLIER STAGE " IT IS THE RECONCILIATION OF 
GENUINELY DIFFERING JUDGEMENTS WHICH IS THE REAL TEST OF AN 
ALLIANCE OF FREE STATES." 

2. HEATH ALSO DREW ANOTHER CONCLUSION FROM MIDDLE EAST EVENTS, 
NAMELY THE NEED FOR " A WESTERN EUROPE LESS DEPENDENT FOR ITS 
PROSPERITY AND SOCIAL PROGRESS ON EXTERNAL SOURCES OF ENERGY 
SUPPLIES". ACKNOWLEDGING THAT THIS IS A LONG-RANGE GOAL, HEATH 
DEFENDED THE EC NINE'S CURRENT POLICY TOWARD THE MIDDLE EAST, 
INCLUDING THE EC DECLARATION OF NOVEMBER 6, AND SAID "IT IS ONLY 
BY USING ALL THE RESOURCES OF FOREIGN POLICY THAT WE CAN HOPE 
TO GIVE EUROPE SECURE ACCESS TO THE OIL IT NEEDS". 

3. AFTER SPEAKING IN GLOWING TERMS OF THE PROGRESS MADE BY THE 
EC NINE IN ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL COOPERATION, HEATH 
EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THE COPENHAGEN EC SUMMIT SHOULD BE 
THE FIRST IN A REGULAR SERIES OF INFORMAL MEETINGS AMONG HEADS 
OF STATE OR GOVERNMENT CONSULTING AS COLLEAGUES AND FRIENDS TO 
AGREE ON THE BROAD LINES OF EUROPE'S DEVELOPMENT. NOTING THAT 
BILATERAL HIGH-LEVEL CONTACTS SOMETIMES ARE SUSPECTED OF 
PRODUCING A DIRECTORATE OF CERTAIN COUNTRIES, HEATH SAID THAT 
REGULAR SUMMIT MEETINGS WILL DEMONSTRATE OTHERWISE. 

4. COMMENT: BELGIAN RADIO REPORT INTERPRETED HEATH'S 
REMARKS ABOUT PAST US PREDOMINANCE AS AN ASSERTION THAT 
EUROPE'S ACTION WITH RESPECT TO THE MIDDLE EAST HAD AUGURED THE 
END OF EUROPEAN SUBMISSION TO THE US. OUR READING OF THE SPEECH, 
WHICH IS BEING POUCHED TO LONDON AND THE DEPARTMENT (EUR/NE), 

DOES NOT SUPPORT SUCH AN INTERPRETATION. 

STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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